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Iris Anderson is only fifteen, but she's quickly mastering the art of deception in this YA novel for fans

of Veronica Mars.It's the Fall of 1942 and Iris's world is rapidly changing. Her Pop is back from the

war with a missing leg, limiting his ability to do the physically grueling part of his detective work. Iris

is dying to help, especially when she discovers that one of Pop's cases involves a boy at her school.

Now, instead of sitting at home watching Deanna Durbin movies, Iris is sneaking out of the house,

double crossing her friends, and dancing at the Savoy till all hours of the night. There's certainly

never a dull moment in the private eye business.
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Iris is the daughter of a private detective living in the Lower East Side of New York City in 1942, and

she's not who you'd expect her to be.You see, Iris used to live in the Upper East Side and attend a

private school and associate with "all the right people." That was until her mother committed suicide,

and her father, who is essentially broke, moved the family.As the book begins, Iris attends public

school for the first time. The first day, she meets Tom. Tom is the kind of kid who could be really

studious and handsome, but chooses not to be. He's one of the only people in Iris' new school to

whom she feels connected.A while later, Tom goes missing. One day, Iris comes home to her father

talking to Tom's parents about the case. Iris, of course, wants in, but no matter how many hints she

gives, her father is adamant about keeping the facts of the case from Iris.Soon enough, she's



drinking, sneaking out of the house behind her father's back, and disobeying what seems to me to

be every rule she has...Kathryn Miller Haines employs a writing style that I quite like. She does an

especially great job writing the mystery. I love the twists and turns she adds to The Girl is Murder.

Although some plot elements are very small, they add a lot to the story. In this sense, the story is

similar to some of Agatha Christie's tales, but not as complicated.I'm also impressed by Haines'

ability to produce emotions in her readers similar to those Iris feels throughout the story. For

example, there were times that I was as annoyed by Iris's Pop as Iris was because he seemed to be

`holding back' the story by not asking Iris for her help.Though, as with any story, I have complaints.

Mainly, they are about Iris.
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